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A Comparative Study of the Military Conditions of the Mongols
during the Invasion of Certain Iranian Cities Based on Juvayni's
Tarikh-i Jahangushay and Rashid al-Din's Jami* al-Tawarikh

Tahmine Vahedian Azimi '

Abstract

The land of Iran has, throughout its history, been repeatedly subjected to invasions
and incursions by various tribes and groups. Among the most consequential of
these was the Mongol invasion, which profoundly reshaped the trajectory of
Iranian history. The devastating and nearly irresistible nature of this conquest
stemmed largely from the Mongols’ military organization and capabilities. Their
sophisticated tactics, disciplined armies, and advanced weaponry were instrumental
in consolidating their military superiority and facilitating their swift domination of
Iranian cities.

In this context, Tarikh-i Jahangushay by ‘Ata Malik Juvayni and Jami‘ al-Tawarikh
by Rashid al-Din Fadl Allah Hamadani, both primary sources on Mongol history,
provide invaluable insights into this dimension of their campaigns. The present
study undertakes a comparative analysis of the Mongols’ military organization and
invasion strategies in cities such as Bukhara, Samarkand, and Khwarazm, based on
these two chronicles. Drawing upon the first volumes of both works and employing
a descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in library research, this study
concludes that Juvayni’s Jahangushay offers a more detailed and eyewitness-like
account of the Mongol invasions, focusing on their methods of conquest and their
interactions with urban populations. In contrast, Rashid al-Din’s Jami® al-Tawarikh
provides a broader and less granular depiction of the Mongols’ military apparatus,
reflecting a more generalized historiographical perspective.

Keywords: Military Organization, Mongol Invasion, Military Tactics, Juvayni's
Jahan-gusha, Rashidi's Jami' al-Tawarikh.

1. Tahmine Vahedian Azimi, M.A. Student in the History of Islamic Iran, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Dr. Ali Shariati, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.
Email: tahmine.vahedian@gmail.com
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Three Ministers, Three Kings, Three Journeys: A Study of
Ministers’ Motives and Objectives in Orchestrating Royal
Voyages to Europe

Mansoureh Karimighahi

Abstract

The journeys of historical figures—particularly viziers and monarchs—represent a
significant dimension of the historiography of many nations, including Iran. Such
accounts provide valuable insights whose analysis can yield instructive lessons for
contemporary policymakers and statesmen. This study, grounded in historical
sources and conducted through a descriptive-analytical approach, undertakes a
comparative examination of the role of viziers in organizing royal journeys abroad
for Iranian monarchs.

The research primarily investigates the motives, objectives, and consequences of
these travels, seeking to determine how the intentions and outcomes of royal
expeditions to Europe differed and how their effects were reflected within Iranian
society. Findings indicate that Sepahsalar and Bager Kazemi organized the
journeys of Naser al-Din Shah and Reza Shah with the principal aim of
familiarizing the monarchs and their courts with the institutional rationality, legal
order, and civil advancement of Europe, thereby promoting awareness of the
necessity of social and political reform in Iran. Their initiatives were intended to
encourage modernization and national progress.

By contrast, Amin al-Soltan and Mozaffar al-Din Shah lacked comparable
reformist motivations. While the travels of Naser al-Din Shah and Reza Shah
yielded visible—albeit largely superficial—effects on Iranian society, the journeys
of Mozaffar al-Din Shah proved devoid of substantive cultural, social, economic,
or political impact. Overall, the study underscores the varying ideological and
practical orientations of Iranian viziers toward Western engagement and their
differing conceptions of reform through royal travel.

Keywords: European journey; Qajar dynasty; Pahlavi era; Mirza Hosayn Khan
Sepahsalar; Sayyid Bager Kazemi (Mo ‘azzab al-Dowleh)

1. Ph.D. in History, Alzahra University (Tehran, Iran)
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Bagoas, The Egyptian Eunuch or Iranian Commander?

Amirreza Salimizadeh !, Seyed Omidreza Teymouri 2,
Abolfazl Saburi 3, Mohammadreza Esmailzadeh 4

Abstract

The Achaemenid Empire, with its vast geographical extent, required a complex
administrative system sustained by individuals serving in diverse official
capacities. Among these, the eunuchs held an active and pivotal role in the political
affairs of the royal court from the very inception of the Achaemenid monarchy
under Cyrus the Great. These figures were divided into two categories: those who
were physically castrated, and those who, while not eunuchs in the literal sense,
nonetheless held influential titles such as hazarapati (“commander of a thousand”).
During the second half of the Achaemenid Empire’s existence, the power and
influence of court eunuchs increased significantly, particularly under Artaxerxes
I11. Around 338 BCE, at a time when Philip Il of Macedon was undermining Greek
autonomy in the Near East, Ochus (Artaxerxes Ill) was poisoned by his physician
under the orders of Bagoas. This event profoundly altered the geopolitical balance
of the ancient world. Despite his historical importance, no comprehensive
independent study of Bagoas has yet been conducted. Existing accounts portray
him inconsistently—some describing him as a mere low-ranking eunuch of
Egyptian origin, while others interpret the king’s assassination as a “Egyptian
coup” that precipitated the downfall of the Achaemenid Empire.

This research challenges such assumptions by rejecting the notion that Bagoas was
a eunuch. Based on historical analysis, it argues instead that he was an Iranian
military commander whose actions did not weaken the Achaemenid state. On the
contrary, the succession of Darius Il following the death of Artaxerxes Il marked
the rise of a more mature and capable ruler.

Keywords: Artaxerxes I11; Bagoas; Achaemenids; Arses; Ochus; Darius Il

1. Researcher in Ancient Iranian History
2. Researcher in Ancient Iranian History
3. Researcher in Ancient Iranian History
4. Researcher in Ancient Iranian History
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Courtly Women and Political Power: A Comparative Study of
Female Influence in the Abbasid and Seljuk Periods

Atefeh Esmaeili Pandas !

Abstract

The present study offers a comparative analysis of the political influence of royal
women during the Abbasid and Seljuk periods, focusing on the political roles of
mothers and wives of caliphs and sultans, and examining the extent and nature of
their authority and influence. Employing a descriptive research design and relying
on library-based sources, the study compares the status of women among Turkic
tribes and Arab clans in terms of their access to power and influence.

Historical sources reveal that these women—whether as wives, mothers, or
concubines—exercised remarkable power and political agency, sometimes through
legitimate use of their position and at other times through manipulation or personal
ambition. Although many political elites regarded their influence as a threat to their
own authority, these women’s ability to employ diplomacy and leverage courtly
support often granted them decisive roles in the governance and politics of their
time.

This research seeks to elucidate the political status and influence of women in the
Abbasid and Seljuk courts and to demonstrate their impact on the structure of
power and critical decision-making processes. Overall, the findings suggest that
several mothers and wives of Abbasid caliphs and Seljuk sultans—driven at times
by jealousy and ambition, and at other times by intelligence and strategic
reasoning—played prominent roles in shaping political destinies, determining heirs
to the throne, and even provoking wars and political transformations.

Keywords: Court Women, Seljuks, Abbasids, Politics, Power

1. M.A. Student in the History of Islamic Iran, Shahid Beheshti University
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Vet DMULAQG)utf"w}MJLﬂ/u)fzaﬁ 2V

0335 Laism ils a5 03 sl 015 5 Olarlemns Bl aslsl A3 B S (55
SSo e S IS ol 3l o5 dinls plnil OLSTs 5 Oy e oS e
3l ol ol isls sl (6 5l (Slasl o il i 5 1 395 ol 5 a5 i3 S
Saio 5 pslie 5oy 4 aS il Lled Ol glul miy Loy s BB slalial
sy seal Jogr Slaamde 035 iy b 5 035 aibs 5 il ails Syl ailie s
L 1 6 Sl i g (ool (gLad SO 3 o led ST 35 Ol 5
Sl bl i Ka O35 5 Oleabony Ol &8 L3l sl il .2l ot
VLSS ¢ sl B 355 L adn g sdowy ol 40 O suelidgs 02 0Ll L Jtls
il ety S s Sl 5o S pie G (oSl o5 5 2L st Bld sl
Dol S5 Olas Sl g o sk ol glp ola 51876 SluS aen Jl= cnl L
Jos S S SLls Olge 4 5l (sla 258 s 5 Sla, 550 5l ool Sl
ot Jo| s ) (60 s am s gl 53 OT oy 5 48 Znly ol b 4 S s
A3 S o i OF 51 L0l oS il bt ()0l Jsame gla S35 51 (S 45 mer
e Jsl e ) eslial 0315 (sla )l les ) gl AL Ol e 0 TS ke
osb b oS leal ol LT3l e DLl 31 OT Sl eile 3L 58 & 55 s 1y mer
il o 0 iasoLis VSIS /58 Ko 5550l JUS 53 B 5 ol all o lifo soens
Sy plress s Ses losl ol a8 I sl ol lacauls Gl 31 6 s
Olas (8 35 a gl OS5 Faued Easl cdas 15 51 Cow win g OF Sllas 3 40
35 3 5as odaline A e slaad 151 i ol 4 g3 wsenlS &S L, 51 Ol5 e 45 458
395 LS S b slysbe 5 4 osal g gl 08 8 s blas Jlp oS 1

1. CIL 8.2728 + 18122 = ILS 5795.

LS e Y
Cicero in his letters from Cilicia; M. Rambud, L’art de la deformation historique dans les
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(Oxford 1998) 88 — 89.
3. Priscian. 6. 13. p. 205 = HRR 2.117 F1; R. Westall and F. Brank, “The Second and Third Century”,
in G. Marasco, ed., The Brill Companion to Graeco - Roman Political Autobiography (forthcoming).



v U)}@/ LISl K> 3,158 VST,

il o DL 3l yglan | (S oS oo g sl Sl o 5 YIS (yled Bl
235 ST 6 s ol s el gl 25 28 S e

335 Sl leiy S s = Sls Oler 5o 555 )b Ol 3 i b (Sl dlal
53 OLaSl- (slapl 5l plaas sl 5 5ad oluss p oG psm ool3m ps e B 1, 0T Ul e
i sl Glae 4y 45 5,13 3525 (LY = k) 28| 5 (K = ST 2085l glaol
o Ll slanl 5 ediamy Slendd anw s b 0T oline 50508 ccpuman 1Sl oo (1
s 48 edd o OLS1s aadl (6 o (gls 5o b 5l 5 1S 4elST Bl (sline
Jebiellnl s culos S i 5 3L o iy philicslie oS ladly 31 (0 4
adom 355t daab 4 aS cul i 8 Al sl aS Cl ad g s ol ol ses
by OT L das e (oMo aladsl 5 0L ol S eslinal 53 o sstedins ol TS s
Lo 1S o o g5 i | 355 o ol i sed (gl ool axiS i 5] Olalialy
GG Tpsls 1) kL ade 0ais St jal 5 028 8 G adle ol e Sl b
iy 5 ol s SOLLS aS sy el S5 &uﬂ;g@ﬁiéuctsﬁ Al
L 20,5 Oblad o 228 5 IS Jl- 53 oS a8 iy 2l mioman 35 oS- (65
s an |y ol Ol OF Cuu SlaSl w0 ;5 an &S S8 Ol L ol oS
Ly s oo i laeasS 3 Jlsly sl el olaal ol by disls o oluazs]
Tl ol

03 (S cplailald o S o (sl S il elisly Olgr olisl et gl 531 e
o Ll shesbsl 5o e o351 ol baaden 51 Sl 51y ool se 05 48 511
SN 5 DA e o bt olasl I 0L 4 60 i ST 5 S e g e

bf)‘)r)ﬁd)yb}\}r:) b}‘f.&.\.sJASMLTM ‘-)\-:-M:}U

1. E. Cassin, “Le roi et le lion”, RHR 198 (1981) 355 — 401, here 357.
i Sy b el o ik Olge 4 6 3 cnl danes oL3 L iFig Gy Gy b Bl
Cassin 1981: 364 — 365.

2. Cassin 1981: 360.
3. Cassin 1981: 370.



Vet QMULA‘\a)MLfy}MJLn/u;ZéL: aA

— s Ol L3 O 5 ablabe gl Sl Ol 4 Olomas L ot JISCS Olesly
e S 6l LOT Mo pas 55b a5 Lol (Sl e otiasilis 45 ol aslsl e
S il Ol w5 (Raeald el d e Sl grlaly o bes 5
el ST g b K Olesl 4 S plaaSe O G b 5l sdie

b 0l G s b st 0Ll 55 0Ly 5l 5 5 ool sy Jilas (J= 1 L
S oIS VS s S (g 595 ol sl s 1y OF el lad gai 45 by i
oS el ots o Blsl T e oS 13 sl 0,05 5 SUeiSs o ol 55 6 340
(o e sanla aSe &S 505 e axiS 5Tl axils o 4 1) gsleins b K Olie s
fd o s e 535 3L S L &S g Jal Ol 0 8 il Sl 8

d i oas = Sl Oler L3 oS (p GIYIW = VYVA 5500) 33 sl 050 3
ol a8 e gl S8 i nl s ol e atlid abtile sl gy b U
s lle S Lo OF 5 sl Pt B 5 el 53 B3 3 0 51 (eSS e (ol
O b eyl SIS 3 1y anie o SHlasl b G on i 55 55 Ol o) ol 53 2l
oAl gl s et Sl s atn Hludl 0 SO ST Glaes b 5 5 ged sdalie
S oS prss93303 Fuse b s LOT 4 Sl 0SS a5 b3l cal o
1l 23 o ged 33k e e B 00 dle bl s

3 o3 d o ols |y (635, Olos 53 ) mame (53 &S Jb= 5 elinly Glps fptess o
O e ol 0 0305 LS s go onslis S ol SUT @ e Jl= 53 (60 b ol en
Las o b 5 |y sl ol 48 GLS S A e sl LS bl s S
Sl 53 sl Ls 0 53 Ba g aniS S5 old s @ oS 3 ply (6 Bl oS LleniS

dxlu)}Q\és‘db ﬁ‘l{.})‘)‘j&?@)j}" ol Ly ey 5338 S

1. Steier, “Lowe,” RE 13A (1926) coll. 968 — 990, here 979. Cf. Plin. HN 8. 54; Justin. 15. 3. 7; Curt.
8.1.14-15.

:u,sfgmﬁ*gb),pom!ﬁ,\iu ‘Q—ij’ﬂﬁj—‘l
SHA, Hel. 21. 25ff.

3. Stat. Silv. 2. 5.
4. Aelian. Hist. anim. 5. 39; Steier 1926: 981.



44 U)}@/ OLIKal K L1818

Gk el biw Jde IS0 4 1) 05 Gl o 5 0 plnd Sl oS Lol
Wl Obled 1y 555 55 S e )

S Sd SIS S o et 53 (Bl e poled 4 (s s S alad pde
el 208 STy (5 el Ol B s o olan pss sl 4l LS 3
Sl a5 AS e o 5 1) 3l 5,5 oS (5ol 052 b 5
5 ol Sl s Sl YIS L Coglin (pline Sgalad ot ol a5l a5 ol
e 25 Sl ey 55l Gy Jiw s LSLIS WJls e 4 il holat ool (o
S5 03,5 Ok e 5l OIS

3OS 5 s S Al o e VLSLES slesl 4 Oz Lre (65 s 2
dor Gl eal Bl 5l Liess Wazr 2ole oS oty bt 4 L e I 0
Sheasls L3 emigssl s, Ga) 2 oS e ool 3 edel a s e 3 (o) Lol
L mess = S Ol 53 o el 53 ey 46,5 OLalS ol 422l 355 0.5 pgow o130
S Lo 08sals ded o Ql.::.:.a;: S s S Gl olpd e b e JUI L
Tl DLl s S e S sS ekl e BTV ans Sl 53 e Se Ge OIS 5 0
VSIS Tes s 03 2 adlaie 53 o3s 4 55 5 26 0LSS (sla i wley 4 ol 0T
S esls e DL a8 (hogus s s bess W Jipsle b o ol (S
Sl 035 w5 oo bl Jos & sl O 45 555 o ausS 3L a4 S
el s Sl Sl e st oS 503 i i ol e b 1

uA}JL:_.wLJ J}>- d)buk.f)}.:)v\.i rl.: dLAAYLSbLS‘&)J.&QM)}J‘ﬂ\)‘ﬂcw‘fbjw

1. C. de Wit, Le role et le sens du lion dans I’Egypte ancienne (Leiden 1951) 13 — 14; F. Chamoux, P.
Bertrac, Y. Verniere, Diodore de Sicile: Biblioteque historique, Livre I, intro., ed., trans., and comm.
(Paris 1993) 203 n. 3, on Chap. XLVIII; J. H. Breasted, The Battle of Kadesh: A Study in Earliest
Known Military Strategy (Chicago 1903) 44 — 45.
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