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Islamophobia!

Article taken from Arches Quarterly
THE CORDOBA FOUNDATION

www.thecordobafoundation.com

Islamophobia is defined as intense dis-
like or fear of Islam, especially as a pol-
itical force, hostility, or prejudice towards
Muslims. The term Islamophobia was first
used in the early 20th century. The caus-
es and characteristics of Islamophobia
are still debated. Some commentators
have posited an increase in Islamophobia
resulting from the September 11 attacks,
while others have associated it with the
increased presence of Muslims in the
United States and in the European Union.
Insights from a number of European
countries as well as America, Canada,
India, Turkey and South Africa reinforce
the incontrovertible fact that far from it
being an abstract intellectual exercise,
Islamophobia or anti-Muslimism is a re-
ality today. Recent studies attest to the
proliferation of this pervasive ideology of
hate resulting in attacks on Muslims in the
West at different levels of society.

In France, for example, a Muslim is said
to be aggressed every three days whilst
every three weeks, a mosque is profaned
or vandalized. In Britain, British Muslims
and an increasing number of mosques
face a high level of threats and intimida-
tion — the example of a Muslim woman
punched and called a “terrorist” in front of

her petrified daughter is deeply alarming.
In the Netherlands, the fascist Geert Wil-
der’s party won a considerable number
of seats and signed an alliance with the
Liberals, granting him legitimacy to seek
actual power in the next election.

In  Germany, Egyptian-born Muslim,
Marwa EI-Sherbani was brutally mur-
dered in a Dresden courtroom while giv-
ing testimony against her neo-nazi abus-
er. More than one fourth of American
Muslims surveyed by a number of public
opinion polls reveal personal experiences
of Islamophobia, or know someone who
has experienced it. In Australia, over half
of schoolchildren in Victoria viewed Mus-
lims as terrorists, and two out of five re-
garded Muslims as “unclean”.

In Sweden, Muslims who practice their
faith are depicted as “radicals” thanks
to the likes of Sweden Democrats party
chairman Jimmie Akesson, who warned
that Islam was “our biggest foreign threat
since World War Two”. In Poland, the
mainstream media and some politicians
aggressively attack the small community
of Muslims depicting them as the new ‘folk
devil’. In Denmark, the Danish newspaper
Jullands-Posten published cartoons of
the Prophet Muhammad depicting him

Edited by: Mohammad Zabetipour, Sara Fallah

as a terrorist, insulting Muslims the world
over, then escalated further following the
release of Dutch film Fitna, ridiculing the
Qur’an. In India, violence and anti-Muslim
policies such as the Ayodhya Judgement
(which legitimised the Babri Mosque de-
struction) target and subjugate Indian
Muslims. In Myanmar, the army, which is
supported by the USA and the Zionist re-
gime, is killing Muslims.

France and Belgium introduced laws ban-
ning the wearing of the burgaand nigabin
public spaces, and Switzerland banned
the construction of new mosque minarets.
The list can go on.

Muslims who complain about Islamo-
phobic attacks are frequently challenged,
criticized and their status as victims de-
nied. Keeping this in mind, Saudi Araba
has to accept responsibility for its part in
contributing to the rise of Islamophobia by
a) killing its own people and poor people
of Yemen, and b) supporting the ISIS and
other terrorist groups. Hence, although
Europe and the USA are considered bas-
tions of Islamophobic racism, we should
not lose sight of racist policies pedalled
by Saudi Arabia.
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