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Zoroastrian associations during the Qajar and first Pahlavi
era and their effects on the Zoroastrian community in Iran

Masoud Dadbakhsh *

Abstract

With the formation of Punchayat in India and gradually increasing Persian's
power had been made India’s Persians reform their fellow believers since the
mid-19th century and, in this regard, they established the society of Akaber
Parsian. The society dispatched emissaries with the aim of improving the
social and religious affairs of the minority since 1855. One of their main
aims was to help for establishing societies for Iranian Zoroastrians in the
different cities where Zoroastrians had settled.

The question posed here is how the formation of these societies has had an
impact on the social status of Zoroastrians in Iran, and whether the
occurrence of the constitutional revolution and the rising power of Reza
Shah had any changes in effecting the process of these associations? This
paper tries to study and evaluate the sources of Zoroastrian associations and
the role of these associations in the Zoroastrian society by enjoying a
descriptive and analytical method. As it seems, the progress and influence of
the Zoroastrian had been intensified by the formation of Zoroastrian
associations, and this happened with the constitutional revolution, and after
the rising power of Reza Shah, it was intensified at different aspects.
Keywords: Punchayat, Society of Akaber Parsian, Constitutional Revolution,
Reza Shah Pahlavi.

1- Graduated from Ph.D. of Iran's after Islam from Kharazmi University. Teacher in the Universities
of Applied Science and Technology (UAST)
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Naser al-Qafari's historical-verbal criticism in
the emergence of Shi‘a

Mohammad Zar' Boushehri*

Abstract

Naser al-Ghafari had selected three theories from among theories about the
emergence of Shi'ism which criticized all of those, and also he assessed and
criticized the fourth theories from non-Shi'a Islam. Then, he had come up
with his theory which called as "Mokhtar" under the name of "Bargozide
theory" in which he says: "Shi'a has not suddenly emerged as an ideology
and belief, but, it has undergone stages and periods. However, precursors to
belief Shi'a and its tenets were established by Saba’iyya ". In this paper, the
theory- precursors to belief Shi'a and its tenets by Saba’iyya - based on "
Usil madhhab al-Shi‘ah al-Imamiyah al-Ithnay al-‘Ashartyah: ‘ard was-
naqd" and library sources have been assessed and beside of reject it, it boosts
hypothesis of being it in the Quran and Prophetic tradition. Moreover, rejects
the claims of establishing it by Saba’iyya according to the evidence,
historical quotes, and its description and analysis and provide his proof that
Shi'a's tenets were established by Prophet. However, it cannot be overlooked
its political and social changes.

Keywords: Al-Ghafari, Shi'a, The Emergence of Shi'a, Ibn Saba'.

1. Graduated from the Qom Seminary and the University of Religions and Denominations,
mzboushehri@yahoo.com
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The effect of Fazl b. Shazan family on Shi’a Hadith
in the books of Oyoun Akhbar al-Ridha
and Ekhtiyar Ma'refat al-Rijal

Hasan Sadeghi Samarjani*
Masoud Rahimi Nejad?

Abstract

In this paper, the role of the Shazan family in the hadiths and narratives of
the Oyoun Akhbar al-Ridha and Ekhtiyar Ma'refat al-Rijal books has been
investigated. In this regard, attempts have been made to answer these
questions of how have the narratives of these books influenced the members
of the Shazan family? Moreover, how many of the hadiths which include in
the books are attributed to this family? The results show that beside of the
Fazl ibn Shazan, there had been from the other members of the family as the
dynasty of narrators and a significant share of the narratives belongs to them.
The Shazan family was one of the most prominent Shi'a clans in Nishapur,
which had played a particular role in the continuation of Shi‘a in Khorasan.
Most of this family had been as companions of Imams (a.s.) .hence, the Shi'a
concepts and mores had been spread in the cities such as Nishapur and
Beyhag by them. Besides, the studies which have been investigated and
analyzed based on the above-mentioned sources show that there had been a
relationship between some members of this family and those books' authors
as teacher-student. Moreover, "Sheikh Sadukh™ and " Mohammad bin Omar
Kashi" had been among the chief elders.

Keywords: Fazl b. Shazan's family. Shi'a. Hadiths. Oyoun Akhbar al-Ridha.
Ekhtiyar Ma'refat al-Rijal.

1. Assistant Professor at Hakim Sabzevari University, Department of Shiite history.
2. M.S. at Shiite History . Hakim Sabzevari University.
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The Qatlgah cemetery;
the rise and descent in the ages of history

Narges Salehnezhad *

Abstract

The Qhatlgah cemetery was located in the north of Razavi's shrine. This
place has been considered as one of the most important geographic and
historical areas of Mashhad in different centuries . This place contained a
significant number of public people and even scientific, political, religious
and social figures of Mashhad and sometimes Iran. This research assesses
the location of this historic site in the geography of Mashhad and,
consequently, the social history of this city. Due to the destruction and lack
of direct access to the cemetery, the research sources focus on photos,
documents and written texts which have referred to the cemetery.

Keywords: Mashhad, the Qhatlgah cemetery, Historical geography, Social
history.

1. Ph.D. Student of Iran's contemporary history, Alzahra University
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Siyar al-muldk, a Siasatnameh in Continuity or
break from the Iranshahr thought?

Seyyedeh Maryam Mousavi (Responsible author) *
Hamid Reza Bigdeli 2

Abstract

Writing Siasatnameh (Political Writings) was one of the common traditions
in ancient Iran. These texts were written by the ministers and court officials
to guide and encouraging the kings to govern and preserve the ideals and
beliefs of their territory. Siasathamehs express their ideas and foundations
amost in identical forms and words. Siyar al-mulUk (The Lives of Kings) is
one of the most critical Siasatnamehes in the Islamic period of Iran. The
author of this book was Nizam a-Mulk, vizier of the Seljuq Empire, and a
fanatic follower of the Ash'ari schools. In this work, there are some words
which are similar to ancient Iran's Siasatnameh. These words have caused to
be considered the Siyar al-mullk as a continuation of the idea of Iranshahr.
However, It is not possible to conclude with some words that Khaje Nizam
al-Mulk who had fanatic feels toward his religious had wanted to continue
Iranshahr thoughts. However, for assessing the fundamentals of any text, it
should be considered all aspects of its internal and external features. In this
Article, it is being tried by employing a descriptive-analytical method to
clarify the nature of Siyasetname in the period of Islam, trend development
in the political-State Ahli Sunnah discourse and Fundamental of the Ash'ari
schools Palitics. Also, it paves the way based on Khaje Nizam al-Mulk's
personality for a study of the foundations and words of the Siyar al-mulk
Politics. This research, of course, answers to the question of whether the
aims of the principles of Siyar al-mulUk was the continuation of Iranshahr
thoughts or it had a severe break with the thought and aimed to continue the
Ash'ari school?

Keywords: Siasathameh, Khaje Nizam a-Mulk, Iranshahr, Siyar a-muldk,
Politics.
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