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The Origins and Reasons of the Persecution of Syriac
Christians under the Reign of Shapur 11

Mohammad Heidarzadeh !

Abstract

Several researchers of the history of Sassanid era believe that when Christianity
was accepted as the official religion by Roman Empire during the ruling period of
Constantine 1, Shapur Il as well took Zoroastrianism as the official religion with
the help of Adurbad-i Mahrspandan and suppressed the Christians of his empire
and tried to persecute them. Since most of the historical documents that the
researchers refer to, are Syriac sources, it is not clear that the suppression methods
mentioned in these documents reflect the current martyrologis developed from the
Roman “saint biography writing” tradition or the martyrologies of Shapur II era are
authentic stories of killing Christians in that era. The Syriac sources that report the
religious persecution in Shapur Il era exaggerate. Their aim is not reporting the
historical facts, so one cannot be sure of their content. Probably the persecution in
the era had because of economic and political reasons, and had nothing to do with
being Christian. Syriac Christians were mostly in west parts of the empire and their
lands were important as the lands were fertile and close to the common borders
with Roman Empire. The lands of Syriac people were among the greatest
producers of agricultural productions in Sassanid Empire and the loyalty of the
residents of the regions to Sassanid kings was so important. The study tried to
explore the reasons of religious persecution of Christians by Shapur Il and criticize
the narratives of Syriac Christians of the era on the persecutions.

Keywords: Syriac, Shapur Il, Christians of Iran, Saint Biography Writing,
Martyrology

1. MA in History of Ancient Iran, Tehran University, Tehran, Iran (m.heidarzadeh@ut.ac.ir)
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Internal and External Challenges and Tensions
in Seljuq Clan in the Collapse of the Seljug Dynasty

Mehrdad Ronaghi !

Abstract

Amongst the most important issues on exploring the history of Seljug dynasty is
identifying the way the dynasty collapsed and its most obvious reasons. The
Turkish tribes of Seljuq dynasty that had their hand on the throne were once desert
nomads, but through creating a firm and fixed army, forming disciplined court
structure, and employing Iranian bureaucrats could make a very powerful empire in
Iran and diverse regions like Georgia, Asia Minor, Antakya, or say, from Kashgar
to the Mediterranean Sea. Soon, however, a series of events as well as internal and
external changes, gradually made the empire weak and made it collapse. Many
small and big issues resulted in the collapsing of the powerful dynasty, among of
which one can say, in-tribe conflicts, Kings’ taken policies, war and tension with
foreign invaders, Turkmens’ continuous attacks on Seljuq’s territory, fight for the
succession of Seljuq kings, kings’ governing methods, too much power of
commanders, and famous minsters’ gained power. Some studies have pointed out
to the internal and external challenges among Seljug dynasty, but there is not a
comprehensive study in this regard. Therefore, the study tried to explore the
challenges and tensions by taking the historical research methods and using
survived documents.

Keywords: Sejugs, Challenges and Tensions, Dynasties, Collapse, Turkmens
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History of Arabic Literature; A New Discovered
Lecture Manuscript of Abbas Eghbal Ashtiani

Ghasem Gharib !

Abstract

The History of Arabic Literature is a manuscript no. 13402 held in the Central
Library of Astan Qods. The manuscript is among Abbas Eghbal Ashtiani's lectures
about the history of pre-Islamic Arab literature that has been probably compiled at
Tehran University by one of his students. The content of the work cannot be found
in any of Eghbal’s other works and this can be considered a new-discovered
version. Editing this manuscript results in identifying the attitude of the prominent
professor of history and literature towards history of literature and its components,
especially pre-Islamic Arabic literature. Moreover, editing and publishing such
works can result in compiling the pamphlets of great professors of the first
generation in Iranian universities.

Keywords: Arabic literature, Abbas Eghbal Ashtiani, History of Pre-Islamic Arab,
Lectures

1. Lecturer, History Department, Faculty of Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad,
Iran (ghasem.gharib@mail.um.ac.ir)
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The Historical and Economic Grounds of
the Formation of Absolute Monarchy

Omid Yaghoobzadeh !

Abstract

The political structure in every civilization and country has a positive relationship
with the country’s dominant economic grounds and relationships. Absolute
monarchy as a sort of political structure, being dominant in Europe in 15th to 17th
century, is not an exception. To explicate the reasons of forming such a structure in
Europe in that period, one should explore the material and historical developments
that made it inevitable. Absolute monarchy can be considered a non-democratic
political structure whcis based on non-personal law and regulations. The aim of
such monarchy was centralizing power and creating a unitary governance in a
specific territory in order to facilitate economical and commercial issues. Using
narration analysis method and investigating the history of Europe in the past
decades, this study reports shortly the history of political structure in Europe and
then explores the material and historic grounds of the formation of absolute
monarchy, the reasons of forming such a political structure, the concept of
enlightened authoritarianism, and its characteristics. The main hypothesis of the
study was the centrality of trading in Europe civilization and the influence of trade
and economy on other parts of the civilization of the continent, including culture,
politics, from economic and commercial issues. Therefore, the author believes that
the purpose of absolute monarchy explored and discussed in this study was
facilitating and helping trade and economic issues in different counties of Europe,
especially in Western Europe.

Keywords: Absolute Monarchy, Political Structure, Trade, Economic Relationships

1. MA in World history, Shahid Beheshti University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
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1. John R. Walsh, “Giovanni Tommaso Minadoi’s History of the Turko-Persian Wars of the Reign of
Murad I11,” in Bobodzan G Gafurov ed., Trudy dvadcat’ pjatogo Mezdunarodnogo Kongressa
Moskva 9-16 avgusta 1960: Obscaja Cast’, zasedanija sekcij I-V. (Moskva: lzdat. Vosto¢noj
Literatury, 1963), vol. Il, pp. 448-49.

" «dn BobodZan G Gafurov ed., Trudy dvadcat' pjatogo Mezdunarodnogo Kongressa Moskva 9-16

avgusta 1960: Obscaja cast', zasedanija sekcij | - V. (Moskva: Izdat. Vostocnoj Literatury, 1963), vol.
11, pp. 448-49.

2. Josef von Hammer-Purgstall, Geschichte des osmanischen Reiches, 10 vols. (Vienna and Pest,
1828), vol. 4, pp. 52ff.
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1. Hans Robert Roemer, Der Niedergang Irans nach dem Tode Isma ils des Grausamen 1577- 1581
(Wirzburg, 1939).

2. Carl Max Kortepeter, Ottoman Imperialism during the Reformation: Europe and the Caucasus
(New York, 1972), pp. 39ff.

3. Cornell H. Fleischer, Bureaucrat and Intellectual in the Ottoman Empire: The Historian Mustafa
Ali (1541-1600) princeton, 1986), pp. 70ff.

4. See Rhoads Murfey, “ Siileyman’s Eastern Policy,” in Halil Inalcik and Cemal Kafadar, eds.,
Siileymén the Second and His Time (Istanbul, 1993), pp. 229-48; idem, “The Resumption of
Ottoman-Safavid Border Conflict, 1603-1638: Effect of Border Destabilization on the Evolution of
State-Tribe Relations,” in Stefan Leder and Bernard Streck, eds., Shifts and Drifts in Nomad-
Sedentary Relations (Wiesbaden, 2005), pp. 307-23; Istvan Nyitrai, “The Third Period of the
Ottoman-Safavid Conflict: Struggle of Political Ideologies, 1555-1578,” in Eva M. Jeremias, ed.,
Irano-Turkic Cultural Contact in the 11"- 17" Centuries (Piliscaba, 2003), pp. 161-75; Carl Max
Kortepeter, “Complex Goals of the Ottomans, Persians and Muscovites in the Caucasus, 1578-1640,”
in Colin P. Mitchell, ed., New Perspectives on Safavid Iran: Empire and Society (Abingdon, UK and
New York, 2011), pp. 84-96; and Colin Imber, “The Battle of Sufiyan, 1605: A Symptom of Ottoman
Decline?,” in idem, ed., Warfare, Law and Pseudo-History(istanbul, 2011), pp. 141-52.

5. Ismail Hakki Uzungarsili, Osmanli Tarihi, 9 vols. (Ankara,1947-); and Bekir Kiitiikoglu, Osmanli-
Iran Siyasi Munasebetleri (1578-1590) (istanbul, 1962), republished, with the inclusion of a later
work, as Osmanli-fran Siyasi Miinasebetleri (1578-1612) (istanbul, 1993). A distillation of
Kiitiikoglu’s arguments in French can be found in Bekir Kiitiikoglu, “Les relations entre 1’empire
ottoman et 1’Iran dans la seconde moiti¢ du XVlIe siécle,” Turcica 6 (1975): 128-45. For Iranian
scholarship, see Firuz Mansuri, Motale ati dar bara-ye tarikh va zaban va farhang-e Azarbaijan
(Tehran, 1379/2000); and Manuchehr parsadust, Shah Esma'il-e devwom va Mohammad (Tehran,
1381/2002); and Rasul ‘Arabkhani, “Jangha-ye Iran va ‘Osmani dar ‘ahd-e Shah Mohammad
Khodabanda Safavid,” Faslnama-ye 'Elmi-ye Takhassosi. Nama-ye Tharikh-e Iran 4/15 (1387/2008):
50-67. "Les relations entre I'empire ottoman et I'lran dans la seconde moitie du XVle siecle,” Turcica
6 (1975)
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1. Ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili, Osmanli Tarihi, vols. 3/1 (Ankara, 1951), 57-68; Kiitiikkoglu, Osmanli-
Iran Siydsi Munasebetleri, pp. 18-22.
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1. Z. Sabetian, ed., Asnad va nama-ha-ye tarikhi va igtima'i-ye dowra-ye Safavia (Tehran, 1343/
1964), p. 219.

2. Nasr Allah Falsafi, Zendegi Nameh-ye Shah ‘Abbas-e avval, 5 vols. In three tomes, paginated as
one, 4" ed. (Tehran, 1387/2008), vol. 1, p.63. See also “Abbas Pur-e Iran, Ravabet-e Iran va "Osmani
dar “ahd-e Safavian (Tehran, 1385/2006), p. 104.

3. Abu Bakr b. Abdahhah, Tarikh-e Osman Pasha, trans. And ed. Yunes Zirak and Nasrollah Naseri
(Tehran, 1387/2008), introd. Nasrollah Salehi, p. 6.

4. Mansuri, Motale'ati dar bara-ye tarikh, pp. 79-80.
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1. Salomon Schweigger, Ein Newe Reyssheschreibung auss Teutschland nach Constantinopel und
Jerusalem, ed. Rudolf Neck (Graz, 1964).

2. Mansuri, Motale'ati dar bara-ye tarikh, p. 81.

3. Parsadust, Shah Esma'il-e devvom va Mohammad, pp. 66-68.
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1. Anon, “Successo della Guerra di Pesia 1577 sino al ritorno de Sinan Bassa a Constantinopoli fin
1’anno 1581 di Maggio narrato da un ch’era schiavo et Camariere di Muostafa bassa et primo Capo
generale dell’esercitio contro il Sophy.” Thanks to Farhad Hakimzade for making a copy of this work
available to me.

2. The second edition, published in 1588, was not just an updated but a much-revised version of the
hastily written original, presumably reflecting the various accounts Minadoi was able to consult once
he had returnedto Italy. See Nancy G. Siraisi, History, Medicine, and the Tradition of Renaissance
Learnin (Ann Abor, Ml, 2007), p. 254.
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1. Giovanni Tommaso Minadoi, Istoria della Guerra fra Turchi et Persiani (Venice,1587; rev. edn.
1588); Abraham Hartwell, trans., The History of the Warres betweene the Turkes and the Persians
(London, 1596; repr. Tehran, 1976). On Minadoi, see Lucia Samaden, “Giovanni Tommaso Minadoi
(1548-1615): Da medico della ‘nazione’ veneziana in Siria a professor universitario a
Padva, "Quaderni per la Storia dell Universita di Padova 31 (1998): 91-164; Siraisi, History,
Medicine, pp. 264-60; and Hafiz Abid Masood, “From Cyrus to Abbas: Staging Persia in Early
Modern England” (D. Phil. Early Modern Literature and Culture, Univercity of Sussex, 2011), pp. 84-
117. In the text, | have chosen to render the archic English of the translation in modern spelling.

2. See V. Parry, “Renaissance Historical Literature in Relations to the Near and Middle East (With
Special Reference to Paolo Giovio),” in Bernard Lewis and P. M. Holt, eds., Historians of the Middle
East (London,1962), p. 279.

3. Walsh, “Giovanni Tommaso Minadoi’s History,” vol.2, p.452.
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1. Minadoi, History of the Warres, introd. Balbi in 1582 gave testimony on Iran to the Venetian
Senate. See G. Berchet, ed., La repubblica di Venezia e la Persia (Turin, 1865; repr. Tehran, 1976),
pp. 276-89.

2. Walsh, “Giovanni Tommaso Minadoi’s History,” vol.2, p.453.

3. See Andrew C. Hess, The Forgotten Frontier: A History of the Sixteenth-Century Ibero-African
Frontier (Chicago and London, 1978; repr.2010).

4. S. A. Skiliter, “The Hispano-Ottoman Armistice of 1581,” in C. E. Bosworth, ed., Iran and Islam,
in Memory of the late Vladimir Minorsky (Edinburgh, 1971), p. 502.
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1. Tilmann Trausch, Anpassung und Abbildung. Das Turkenbild in safavidischen Chroniken des 16.
Gahrhunderts (Berlin,2011), pp. 71ff, 90ff.

2. Farug Sumer, Nagsh-e torkan-e Anatoli dar tashkil va towsiyeh-ye dowlat Safavi, trans. Ehsan
Eshraqi (Tehran, 1371/1992), pp. 81, 83; and Michele Membré, Mission to the Lord Sophy of Persia
(London, 1993), introd. By A. H. Morton, p. xxiii.

3. Adel Allouche, The Origins and Development of the Ottoman-Safavid Conflict, 906-963/1500-1555
(Berlin, 1983), pp. 144-45. D’Alessandri, the Venetian envoy who visited Iran in the 1570s, too,
insisted that Tahmasb was not inclined to go to war (against the Ottomans). See Vincenzio
d’Alessandri, ‘“Narrative of the Most Noble Vincentio d’Alessandri,” in Charles Grey, ed., A
Narrative of Italian Travels in Persia in the Fifteenth and sixteenth Centuries (London, 1873), p. 216.
4. Eskandar Beg Monshi, History of Shah Abbas the Great (Tarikh-e ‘dlamara-ye “Abbasi), trans.
Roger M., Savory, 2 vols. Paginated as one (Boulder, CO, 78), p. 169. The story of Bayazid’s
defection to the Safavids is told by Colin Mitchell, “Am I My Brother’s Keeper? Negotiating
Corporate Sovereignty and Divine Absolutism in Sixteenth-Century Turko-Iranian Politics,” in idem,
ed., New Perspectives on Safavid Iran, pp.33-58.



VErs bl 5 jmly AL ojlad ‘é}MJL"/UEZéL’ Ve

Al 1 o saslsl 5 lss an Ol s (sion Slods slaslenty il Ol sio
Gladlo 55 cmwlegh ol aS il Jimie gliw Sls b 20 opl 5l S LS
L ave = o) Slaze pas b Olal gl 3k 3 45,30 4 21 0TA /. 3AVO — V1
Gl e 30 9) S S 1) Slate alisl cs w () 0VE B 10T/ GAAY
L Sleds lon ol cmalys (U0l rana 1 Sl (e o &1 4 Sl gl
5d 534 cmaaealo LB YT Lls Sl g 0l ) s olaliad ol lisls
of ran 4 lia )l 45 glied ) LI fens 53 3 S e oalen | OT OB 5L i ge
/LGAAY e 3 0o [molegh saslals] conlagh ols Gy me saslals Sl
Sl LS5l Gl Ol bles Jromin 1 p Lo (63 50/ WJS i 45 Jle3 cplOVO
ShaS o Sde gesliw b b clagh s L) (Al o3850l Sleie L (g5o50m pax
2Ll sl b edd U (I3 ladles 5o e 53 (8 g O e slB L3,
Slalles O (5 18 s 3l am 53 Jmled pde godins 0L (opl 45 35 S Gaee (edaw
oL o) OV /L BAAY JL Do asdlas 3l ans 53 G238 Sl de b Sleie ade Sl
bl Blesss Ol desms sl y w0 503 olie Sls (35 5l i Sl iclegh
3o Olalc oyl SO0 6l ol LB e e gailae JIs Olab laals
POV e/ GAAE Lo s ole s Sha pl 3 g0 &l s oo Ollabes (2l (g s
lan s 5 s e S JB dax Sl (gl Glall S Gllia &S zi0ve 550 Y0 L

LSA‘J;J QL‘?‘:.L_{‘ ce‘}g‘iL{ Ju:.w‘ pg‘)\w%njj‘bﬁﬂj‘m‘JaJ;jw‘)Mk

1. Abolala Soudavar, Art of Persian Contries: Selection from the Art and History Trust Collection
(New York, 1992), p. 164. For a description of the Embassy and the gifts it carried, see Sinem Arcak,
“Gifts in Motion: Ottoman-Safavid Cultural Exchange, 1501-1618” (PhD dissertation, University of
Minnesota, 2012), pp. 33-76; as well as Unver Riistem, “The Afterlife of Royal Gifts: The Ottoman
Inserts of the Sahnama-I Shaht,” Mugarnas 29 (2012): 245-77. Also see “Dell’ambasciaria che nandd
il Sofi al Gran Turco per conluder la pace, e d’una letter che narra la pompa di quella ¢ il ricevimento
che le fu fatto dalla corte turchesca,” in Marc’Antonio Pigafetta, Itinerario da Vienna a
Costantinopoli, ed. Daria Perocco (Padua,2008), pp. 229-38.

2. Rudi Matthee, “Distant Allies: Diplomatic Contacts between Portugal and Iran in the Reign of
Shah Tahmash, 1524-1576,” in Rudi Matthee and Jorge Flores, eds., Portugal, the Persian Gulf and
Safavid Persia (Leuven,2011), p. 244.
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1. See Hasan Bik Rumlu, Ahsan al-tavarikh, ed. "Abbashoseyn Nava’i (Tehran, 1357/1978), p. 629;
Monshi, History of Shah Abbas, vol. 1, p. 201; and Stephan Gerlach, Tage-Buch (Frankfurt a/M,
1674), pp.190-91; Von Hammer-Purgstall, Geschichte des osmanischen Reiches, vol. 4, pp. 54-55;
and Bekir Kiitiikoglu, “Sah Tahmasb’in III. Murad’a ciilus tebriki,” Tarih Dergisi 6: 5 (1960): 1-24.
2. Ernest Tucker, “From Rhetoric of War to Realities of Peace: The Evolution of Ottoman-Iranian
Diplomacy through the Safavid Era,” in Willem Floor and Edmund Herzig, eds., Iran and the World
in the Safavid Age (London, 2012) p. 83; Elke Eberhard, Osmanische Polemik gegen die Safaviden im
16.Jahrhundert nach arabische Handschriften (Freiburg im Breisgau, 1970), pp. 50-51, 132-33, 164-
67; and Markus Dressler, “Inventing Orthodoxy: Competing Claims for Authority and Legitimacy in
Ottoman-Safavid Conflict,” in Hakan T. Karateke and Manurus Reinkowski, eds., Legitimizing the
Order: the Ottoman Rhetoric of State Power (Leiden, 2005), pp. 151-73.

3. For the difference between the “Iranian” and the “Ottoman” Qezelbash, see Riza Yildirim,
“Turkomans between Two World Empires: The Origins of the Qizilbash Identiti in Anatolia (1447-
1514)” (PhD dissertation, Bilkent Univercity, Ankara, 2008); and Walter Posch, Osmanisch-
Safavidische Beziehungen (1545-1550): Der Fall Alkds Mirzd, 2 vols. Paginated as one (Vienna,
2013), pp. 159-269.

4. Hans Dernschwam, Dernschwam’s Tagebuch einer Reise nach Konstantinopel und Kleinasien
(1553/1555), ed. Franz Babinger (1923; new edn 1986), p. 31.
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1. Stephan Gerlach, Stephan Gerlachs des aeltern Tage-Buch: der von zween glorwirdigsten
Romischen Koysern, Maximiliano und Rudolpho, beyderseit den Andern dieses Nahmens
héchstseeligster Gedéchtniss (Frankfurt a/M, 1674), p. 219. Gerlach was Schweigger’s predecessor
as embassy chaplain.

2. Virgina Aksan, “War and Peace,” in Suraiya N. Faroghi, ed., The Cambridge History of Turkey,
vol. 3, The Later Ottoman Empire, 1603-1839 (Cambridge, 2006), p. 100.

3. For The Ottoman sentiments about the Treaty of Amasya, see Kaya Sahin, Empire and Power in
the Rigin of Sileyman: Narrating the Sixteenth-Century Ottoman World (Cambridge, 2013), pp. 127-
36. For the campaign of 1546-48, see Posch, Osmanisch-Safavidische Beziehungen, pp. 351ff.

4. Akihiko Yarnaguchi, “Shah Tahmasp’s Kurdish Policy,” Studia Iranica 41:1 (2012): 114.
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1. Rana von Mende, Mustafa A4li’s Fursat-name. Edition und Bearbeitung einer Quelle zur
Geschichte des persichen Feldzugs unter Sinan Pasa 1580-1581 (Berlin, 1989), pp. 40-41.

2. Hanna Sohrweide, “Der Sieg de Safaviden in Persien und seine Riickwikungen aud die Schiiten
Anatoliens im 16. Jahrhundert,” Der Islam 41 (1965): 199-200.

3. Willem Floor, The Persian Gulf: A Political and Economic History of Five Port Cities, 1500-1730
(Washington, D.c., 2006), pp. 179-80.

4. Julieta Teixeira Marques de Oliveira, Veneza e Porugal no século XVI: Subsidios para a sua
historia (Lisbon,2000), pp. 85-86,355.

5. Fleischer, Bureaucrat and Intellectual, p. 78.
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1. Qazi Ahmad b. Sharaf al-Din al-Hoseyn al-Hoseyni al-Qommi, Khulasat al-tavaikh 2 vols
paginated as one, ed. Ehsan Esraqi (Tehran, new edn., 1387/2008), p. 676.

2. Mahmud b. Hedayat Allah Afushta-ye Natanzi, Nagavat al-asar fi al-akhyar, ed. Ehsin E$raqi
(Tehran, 1350/1971; 2" ed., 1373/1994), p. 75.

3. Monshi, History of Shah Abbas, vol. 1, pp. 347-48.

4. Don Juan of Persia, Don Juan of Persia A Shi’ah Catholic, 1560-1604, trans. And es. G. Le
Strange (London, 1926; repr. 2005), introd., p. 19.
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1. Ibid., pp.133-34.

2. Franciscus de Billerberg, Most Rare and Straunge Discourses, of Amurathe the Turkish Emperor
that now is with the Warres between Him and the Persians: The Turkish Triumph, lately had at
Constantinople (A translation of Fransiscus de Bllerbeg, Epistola Constantinopoli recens.) (London?:
[J. Charlewood, Ann Arbor, Michigan: Univercity of Michigan, Digital Library Production Service
1584]), unpag. (pp.5, 8).

3. Biblioteca da Aguda, Lisbon, 46-10-X, “Relazione delle Guerra fra il Turco e Persiano all anno
1577 al 1587, fols. 299v-300.

4. Johannes Leunclavius, Annales sultanorum Othmanidarum a Turcis sua lingua scripti... (Frankfurt
a/M, 1588); Neuwe Chronica turckischer Nation (Frankfurt /M, 1590); and Historias Musulmanae
Turcorum... (Frankfurt a/M, 1591).
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1. Minadoi, History of the Warres, pp. 17-19.
2. Ibid., pp. 18-19.
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1. Ibid., pp. 21-22.
2. Ibid., pp. 23-24.
3. Leunclavius, Neuwe Chronica tirckcher nation, p. 93.
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1. In Kortepeter, Ottomsn Imperialism, pp. 45-46.

2. Rhoads Murphey, Exploring Ottoman Sovereignty: Tradition, Image and Practice in the Ottoman
Imperial Household, 1400-1800 (London and New York, 2008), p. 151. Already under his
predecessor, Selim Il (r. 1566-74), the army had been led, not by the sultan, but by the grand vizier,
Sokollu Mehmed Pasha. Colin Imber calls the trasition from the sultan as warrior to the palace-bound
ruler following Siileyman a matter of “frozen legitimacy”: the sultan retained his role as warrior but
only symbolically. See Colin Imber, “Frozen Legitimacy,” in Karateke and Reinkowski, eds.,
Legitiming the Orther, pp. 99-107. For Murad’s palace-bound reclusiveness and the criticism it
elicited, also see Christine Woodhead, “Murad III and the Historians: Representations of Ottoman
Imperial Authority in Late 16"-Century Historiography,” in ibid., pp. 85-98; and Hakan T. Karatek,
““On the Tranquility and Repose of the Sultan,”” in Christine Moorehead, ed., The Ottoman World
(Abingdon, UK, 2010), pp. 116-29, with lists of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Ottoman
campaigns and the sultan’s role in them.

3. Ozgen Felek, “(Re)creating Image and Identity: Dreams and Visions as a Means of Murad 1II’s
Self-Fashioning,” in Ozgen Felek and Alexander D. Knysh, eds., Dreams and Visions in Islamic
Societies (Albany, 2012), pp.253,265.
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1. See Emine Fetvaci, Picturing History at the Ottoman Court (Bloomington, IN, 2013), pp. 102ff.

2. Fleischer, Bureaucrat and Intellectual, p. 71.

3. Skiliter, “The Hispano-Ottoman Armistice,” p. 498.

4. Abu Bakr b."Abdallah, Tarikh-e Osman Pasha, introd., pp. 16 and 45. This fatwa was clearly
directed against the Iranans but also the Qezrlbash who resided in Ottoman-held Anatolia.

5. Mansuri, Motale ati dar bare-ye tarikh, p. 82.

6. Skiliter, “The Hispano-Ottoman Armistice of 1581,” p. 498.
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1. Mansuri, Motale ati dar bara-ye tarikh, pp. 82-83.
2. Minadoi, History of the Warres, p. 25.
3. Don Juan, Don Juan of Persia, pp.133-34.



VErs bl 5 jmly AL ojlad ‘é}MJL"/UEZéL’ \oy

o Oy b 0l sl S JUdl s sl g0 5o 53 1y and3 Bl 5 5 [ 55,5] S
s o I sl 1y sl JUsl 5 0l s (sladlate Olilate 5 015 S 56 5 Sl e
53 LS s Ol )58 5 dbalamas (M SOl e s oA s e
ARE S N P BN RPN

5 LLSST 5 a5 et s ctmmlol ¢l o e e eslitiy (slacdUl 1 L2550 0T JUSs &
eLEol 5 slel s Shm i J1pa 3 5 Aol O ¢ peme 45 A3 03,51 5 5 Ol 5 4SLS
L slada 5l weS el gode dexl 5B ol Coslite Slaie glag o oo)d8 3550 50
s AaSG sl ) g pdal gland gl 5 e HuSul (S e 55158 8 e sl
FS3 1y sl ey 5 LSS L ol ol dilde p SOpl &S J s ciS s Coms
Yozl 5 et 053 OF olan 5 0Lk iuls) 48 Ol3 055/ S 2ol TS s
T T N O CRNCERIS SO Wit 5 ORI
Gk 3148 () S S g ealye 00 e Sl g odd semme S o3I L
S 3L S b £90020) & S e ] il Sl 5 s eslin b 05505 & Lo
Sydee Al s e Lo (23S el 4 LT Jlil i 5 o s s S
Ll 5 plil GalS datart oMy il 5 S S (ge3 8 000 oS S o S5 5ol
Sl a3 a8 Wl Ul o P esls JUsl 03l 5 4 Uys b 5l eale
Gl 5 5l e i iS i (Jo sl oR g 555 45 S e OLE b 035 p e 3l 6
2l ol a4 Jgolial 1 S

Slidor i Gl (Sl Ol el & ool OF 51 Sb- dalpd 5 cpl 3 (Gaan

1. Monshi, History of Shah "Abbas, vol. 1, p. 348.

2. Minadoi, History of Warres, pp. 26-29.

3. Qazi Ahmad, Kholasat al-tavarikh,p. 349; Monshi, History of Shah ‘Abbas the Great, vol. 1, p.
349; Afusht-YE Natanzi, Nagavat al-asar, p. 77. Abu Bakr b. *Abadallah, Tarikh-e Osman Pasha, p.
50.

4. Don Juan, Don Juan of Persia, p. 136.

5. Minadoi, History the Warres, pp. 26-29; De Billerberg, Most Rare and Straunge Discourse, unpag.
(p. 7).

6. Anon, “Successo della Guerra,” fol. 7.
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1. Monshi, History of Shah ‘Abbas the Great, vol. 1, p. 349.

2. Schweigger, Eine Newe Ryesebeschreibung, p. 70.

3. Abu Bakr b. "Abdallah, Tarikh-e Osman Pasha, p. 50. Kars had been destroyed in the Ottoman-
Safavid wars of 1545-50. The Qezelbash had completed the destruction, and rebuilding the fortress
represented a provocation of the Safavids. See Posch, Osmanisch-Safavidische Beziehungen, p. 46.

4. Herbert Chick, ed., A Chronicle of the Carmelites in Persia: The Safavid and Papal Mission of the
17" and 18™ Centuries (London, 1939; repr. 2012), p. 30; and Posch, Osmanisch-Safavidische
Beziehungen, p. 35.
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1. Abu Bakr b. "Abdallah, Tarikh-e Osman Pash, pp. 90-91; Monshi, History of Shah “Abbas, vol. 1,
p. 350.

2. Minadoi, History of Warres, pp. 29-30; Don Juan, Don Juan of Persia, p. 136.

3. Kiitiikoglu, Osmanli-Iran Siydsi Miinasebetleri, p. 54.

4. Ibid., p. 53. According to Minadoi, Historyof the Warres, p. 32, the Iranian army only consisted of
20,000 men.
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1. Monshi, History of Shah Abbas, vol. 1, p. 351.

2. Don Juan, Don Juan of Persia, p. 138; MInadoi, History of the Warres,pp. 34-35; and Abu Bakr b.
Abdallah, Tarikh-e Osman Pasha, p. 53.

3. Minadoi, History of the Warres, p. 35.

4. Don Juan, Don Juan of Persia, pp. 138-39.

5. Qazi Ahmad, Kholas al-tavarikh, pp. 677-78.
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1. For the argument that the religious element was crucial in the recurring wars between the Ottoman
and the Safavids, see Michael Reinhard Hefl3, Schreiben des Antagonismus: Dimensionen des
osmanisch-safavidischen Konfliktes in Staatskorrespondenz um 1600 (Aachen, 2013), pp. 199-204.
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1. Yamaguchi, “Shah Tahmasb’s Kurdish Policy,” p. 111.
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1. For more this, see Rudi Matthee, “Unwalled Cities and Restless Nomads: Gunpowder and Artillery
in Safavid Iran,” in Charles Meville, ed., Safavid Persia: The History and Politics of an Islamic
Society (London, 1996), pp. 389-416.

2. Minadoi, History of the Warres, pp. 73-74. Similar Observation about the Iranian lag in
Familiarity and level of comfort with artillery are voiced in report offered to the Venetian Senate on 1
May 1580, in Berchet, ed., La repubblica di Venezia et la Persia, p. 189.

3. Minadoi, History of the Warres, p. 79.

4. Ibid., pp. 79-80.
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1. For a cogent critique of pragmatism as a guiding principle of Ottoman behavior, see Murad Dagli,
“The limits of Ottoman Pragmatism,” History and Theory 52 (2013): 194-213.
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